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Writing is not the inverse of Reading!
We tend to think that reading is (mainly) a linear operation. 

Writing is not, because is a complex creative process!



Text editor or text reader?
“GIFTS FROM THE HIGH 

AND MIGHTY OF ADAB TO 
THE HIGH PRIESTESS”

sumerian on creamy stone

26th c. BC

“WEWRITE CONCEPT”

english on a text editor

1 year ago

What about managing the structure, handling the alternatives, review the 
history, and revising the text and all these things?

Text editors are conceived to host linear operations like reading. 
The text we are writing is presented to us in a linear form.



A complex process forced into a linear space
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. 

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation sunt laboris nisi ut cillum ex 
ea commodo consequat. 

Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non 
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia 
deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

… velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla 
pariatur ...

A text corrected (by me or 
someone else) … how was it 

before?
Two alternative version. I am still 
undecided but this way the text is 

less readable.

An idea I like, but I am not 
sure if and where to put it ...

I am not sure about the 
position of this paragraph ...



Adapting technology

humans technologyADAPTATION

Can we adapt technology 
to human processes?

WeWrite is a flexible Augmented Creativity 
framework to support (and study) the 
creative process. 



Introducing WeWrite



WeWrite pillars
1. Fallback to normal
It is always possible to use it as a traditional simple editor.

2. Non-linearity of writing
Variants and recombinations are supported.

3. Last is best
The last thing the author writes is considered to be the best ... 

4. Tell me something I don’t know
… unless the author says differently.

5. Nothing ever really deleted
All the history is recorded, and can be recovered (and studied). 



WeWrite basic concepts
Node: 
a discretional and 
editable unit of text. 
It can be edited, split, 
merged, deleted, 
recovered, etc

Link: 
a sequential bound 
between nodes.
It signals a potential 
sequentiality, which 
might not be the 
only one.

Selection: 
a path through linked 
node to work on.
The texts of the 
selected nodes can be 
directly modified.

Main sequence: 
a special saved 
sequence used as a 
reference. 
It represents the 
closest thing to the 
final version. 

Saved Sequence: 
a selection saved to 
be loaded later. 
Makes selection 
faster, also useful for 
versioning and 
structure 

Hide:
things you do not 
need can be hidden. 
They can be 
recovered.



WeWrite interface
Platform Menu

Editor Menu Help Area

The Switcher

The Editor
Working Sequence box

The Graph

Toolbars



WeWrite: before we start
● Supported browsers:

● Supported charset: 

LATIN-1

● Supporting users:

live help and documentation

● Let’s go:
http://sew-workshop.org/wewrite/

(limited support)

e.falivene@ilabroma.com



WeWrite hands-on tutorial
● Login
● Create project
● Starting situation (interface description)
● Basic editing and switching (graph navigation, tooltip)
● Advanced editing (selection, free nodes, graph editing)
● Alternative paths (freeze)
● Cooperative writing
● Annotations
● Help mode & Guide
● (Search?)
● (History?)



WeWrite troubleshooting 
● Automatic logout
● Hard refresh needed
● Loading
● Bug identification and reporting



Thanks


